England would lead the nations ranked in the League against
the Italian aggressor in Abyssinia, voted soKdly for the aban-
donment of the League. Thanks to the inspiring effect of that
cry in the late autumn of 1935, it was impregnable in Parliament
and had another three years to run. England, which had put
it there to lead the League of Nations against the aggressor,
had no word to say in the complete reversal of that policy.
Public opinion seemed still to be numbed and apathetic from
the shock of the Hoare-Laval plan for the partitioning of
Abyssinia, sprung on it immediately after that election.

Now England was embarked on the course of negotiation
with the predatory martial dictatorships, which had pocketed
Abyssinia, which had fastened, their fangs in Spain, which had
declared their support for the Japanese in China, which had
browbeaten Austria and now menaced Czechoslovakia, which
poured derision on the decadence of democracies, which jeered
at attempts to lure them into conference. Italy, who was
determined to break the British stranglehold on the Suez
Canal and the British supremacy in the Mediterranean;
Germany, who wanted the British colonies; Mussolini and
Hitler, who had worked incessantly to bring about the downfall
of Eden; England was to get together with them and, by some
magic formula, to induce them to leave her in peace and
acquiesce in that 'general settlement in Europe' which Hitler
had repeatedly refused to consider.

It is in the nature of great empires to decline and fall.
Apparently men do not fight to defend wealth and prosperity
and great possessions. They fight when they haven't got these
things. To hold such a great empire, in your hands, I should
have thought ought to be the greatest inducement to fight for it,
providing that you use it well. But if you let it lie fallow and
unpeopled, and leave your unemployed to vegetate in Special
Areas, and fill your papers with pictures of a few wealthy people
playing golf and tennis and hunting and drinking cocktails, you
must expect other people, who run their own countries better
and are avid for more territory, to take it from you. Perhaps
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